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Arguing Points and Present Issues of Developmental Support
for After-School Daycare:
Examination Focusing on Developmental Support for Children with
Developmental Disabilities Enrolled in Elementary Schools

II Isami :

Abstract : This paper focuses on After-School Daycare, which is the main after-school activity for children
with disabilities, and examines the content of developmental support specified in the After-School Daycare
Guideline (2015). In the Guideline, the provision of developmental support is positioned to ensure the best
interests of children who use After-School Daycare. However, as After-School Daycare provides
developmental support based on the same framework without consideration of age or disabilities, therefore
it is necessary to examine concrete assistance appropriate for their features and difficulties. Previous
studies focusing on developmental support have not fully clarified the characteristics and contents of
developmental support corresponding to the educational needs and children's attributes. Although the
characteristics and difficulties of children with disabilities are diverse, they are indispensable issues to
specifically examine developmental support according to the characteristics and difficulties of disabilities.
Moreover After-School Daycare is about to reach ten years since its institutionalization and newer
knowledge needs to be added, beyond fact-finding. In addition, After-School Daycare needs to deal with an
increasing number of children with developmental disabilities enrolled in elementary schools and
developmental support for these children has become an urgent issue. The Ministry of Health, Labor and
Welfare recognizes that After-School Daycare is a system that can be used for responding to the spread of
developmental disabilities. However, the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare considers that
developmental support is not always an appropriate provision. Based on these background factors, this
paper examines developmental support focusing on children with developmental disabilities enrolled in
elementary schools. In particular, this paper focuses on the three points of learning support, play, and
home substitution (whereabouts). This paper clarifies the difficulty of children with developmental
disabilities through their relationships with schools and families, and clarifies the need to provide them

with developmental support to stabilize their lives.

Keywords : After-School Daycare, Children with developmental disability, Elementary school student,

Developmental support, Learning support
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