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Reflections on the Crisis and Sport in Ukraine
—Lessons from “Denazification”—

ARUGA Tkutoshi'

Abstract : Fifty days have already passed since Russia’s military invasion of Ukraine (as of April 20).
Despite the large number of casualties, including innocent children, the Russian military has made no
attempt to stop its assault. On the contrary, Russian forces have indiscriminately attacked non-military
facilities, kindergartens, schools, theaters, churches, maternity hospitals, and children’s wards, and even
the use of chemical and nuclear weapons has become a reality. In addition, despicable acts in violation of
international humanitarian law, such as massacres, rapes, kidnappings, and looting, have been uncovered
in various parts of Ukraine, and prosecutors at the International Criminal Court have begun investigating
the actual situation of massacres. In light of the horrific situation created by this military incursion into
Ukraine, President Putin has publicly referred to and attempted to justify the “denazification” of Ukraine.
At the Beijing Winter Paralympics, which coincided with the military invasion, the International
Paralympic Committee (IPC) barred Russian and Belarusian athletes from competing. The Ukrainian
issue has undoubtedly affected sports, as the International Olympic Committee (IOC) has issued
recommendations to international organizations and organizers of international competitions in various
sports that athletes and officials from Russia and Belarus should not participate in the Games in light of
the situation in Ukraine. This paper examines Russia’s military invasion of Ukraine in the context of

sport, using the historical significance of “denazification” as a guide.

Keywords : Ukraine, Russian military invasion, Putin, “Denazification,” sports, United Nations
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