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Airplane Representation and Aviation Policy in Korea under
Japan’s Administration (Part2)

KWON HakJun'

Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to analyze the process of enlisting Korean airmen and suicide
pilots and their reasons for volunteering. As the war situation worsened, the Japanese government
introduced a system that allowed Korean nationals to become Japanese military pilots in order to
compensate for the shortage of Japanese pilots. The training of pilots was an urgent issue that could
potentially determine the outcome of the war. Among the reasons for Korean youth joining the military
was the intensification of colonial deprivations and severe food shortages. Aviation schools were also
attractive due to their free specialized technical and advanced education. Another important motivation
was the yearning to become a pilot, capable of flying in the sky. There was also the influence of
imperialistic education and a sense of rivalry, wishing not to be outdone by the Japanese. Some Koreans
were forced to enlist, of course, but there were also others who enlisted voluntarily in order to become

“good Japanese.”

Keywords : Colonial Korea, the Government-General of Korea, airplane, Aviation Policy, assimilation,

exploitation

i Professor, College of Social Sciences, Ritsumeikan University






