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Research Note

Survey on Aspiration Conducted by Robert K. Merton
Preliminary Description from the Archival Material at Columbia University

TAKEOKA Toru'

Abstract : The subject of this paper is an aspirational survey conducted around the year 1950 by
sociologist R.K. Merton. Not many are aware that Merton was involved in empirical surveys in addition to
conducting theoretical research, although this has certainly attracted the attention of some commentators.
However, there are strong traces of Merton's practice of the "interaction between theory and research,’
which he advocated, and exploring the actual workings of this practice is significant for the history of
theory and method. Therefore, this paper aims to provide an overview of Merton's research practices
using his archival material held at Columbia University in the United States. The analysis and results of
the research are the most important aspects. Before exploring them, it is useful to have some basic
information on the background, outline, and people involved in the research, which, until now, has been
largely unknown. In this paper, we organize the various materials that have been stored in the archive in
an unorganized manner, mainly by placing them in chronological order, and clarify the process and facts
of the survey, as well as what theoretical perspectives were incorporated in the survey design phase and
how they changed over time as the survey progressed. The paper also clarifies the theoretical

perspectives which were incorporated in the design phase of the study and how they changed over time.

Keywords : Robert K. Merton, History of Social Research, Aspiration, Anomie, Reference Group
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