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A Personal Review of the Historical Research
on Associations in Germany

ARUGA Tkutoshi'

Abstract : Historical studies of associations in Germany are important. Because associations and clubs
have become an essential part of German civil society, historical research on the association system is an
essential process to understand the contemporary character and function of German associations and
clubs in relation to society. “History is an endless dialogue between the present and the pastl” (E. H. Carr).
Although we have spoken of “social relations,” it is not easy to understand them academically. In this
paper, the concept of “the social” is considered as a guide to the historical development of associations in
Germany. The term “the social” has a variety of meanings and, moreover, is not a general term, but can
change function in each historical phase. This requires a multifaceted view of the historical picture of
associations and clubs, and their findings can be used to help develop a new line of research into German

sports history.

Keywords : Germany, Association, “the social,” social state, Turnen, sport, historical science
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