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Time to Quit Rural Migration:
An Investigation of Discontinuance Factors in Rural Migration
Using Quantitative Text Analysis

KATO Junzo', MAEMURA Naoka"

Abstract : This study aimed to identify the factors that led rural migrants or their families to abandon
rural migration by examining the reasons for their decision. A web-based survey was conducted across
Japan, and responses were obtained from 145 rural migrants. Quantitative text analysis using KH Coder
(Higuchi, 2020) was performed on the open-ended responses regarding the reasons and circumstances
that caused them to discontinue the migration process. The co-occurrence network analysis’ results

” o«

revealed that “Decision to return to their hometown/parents,” “Stress related to work and life,” “Difference

between urban and rural areas,” “Change in family life stage,” “Differences in customs and social

" o« » o« " o«

exclusion,” “Transportation-related inconveniences,” “Human relationships,” “Worries and troubles,” and
“Thinking about future” were the prevalent factors for discontinuation. The results of the correspondence
analysis using demographic factors also revealed that the characteristic discontinuance factors in rural

migration differed by gender, duration of migration, and area of migration.

Keywords : rural migration, lifestyle migration, discontinuance factors, discontinued migrants, quantitative

text analysis
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