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Research Note

An Attempt to Detect the Basic Structure of Development
in School Age Children:
From an Analysis of the “Three Wishes”

TOMII Nanami'

Abstract : This is a pilot study to detect the basic structure of development in school-age children from an
analysis of the “Three Wishes”. A characteristic of school-age children’s responses to the “Three Wishes”
is that there are many answers about future dreams & jobs, and social justice. However, after late in the
11th year of age, the categories of future dreams & work suddenly decreased, and responses of self-
transformation increased instead, suggesting that a characteristic of older children is that they deepen
their realistic self-understanding. Also, the study suggested that four periods can be considered to be the
basic structure of development. Period I is from early in the 6th year to early in the 8th year, Period II is
from late in the 8th year to late in the 9th year, Period III is from early in the 10th year to the age of 11,
and Period IV is from late in the 11th year to early in the 12th year. Furthermore, these four periods were
inferred to be characterized by Piaget's concepts of decentration and concrete operation, and Masato

Tanaka's concept of the collective self-concept.

Keywords : development in school children, the basic structure of development, “Three Wishes”
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