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Childcare and Environment for Encouragement of Initiative in Infants

OHASHI Kimiko'

Abstract : This study was performed to examine the human environment and play settings in which
childcare teachers can encourage initiative in infants. Regarding the human environment, we found six
characteristics described by childcare teachers. These characteristics reflect environments in which
childcare teachers can interact with young children by being aware of and, sympathetically
accommodating, requests from the children (Item 1); pay attention to play settings for young children
(Item 2); provide appropriate answers to questions from young children (Item 3); monitor play of young
children (Item 4); provide young children with appropriate instructions to allow children to resolve their
questions by themselves (Item 5); and allow play of children with childcare teachers (Item 6). Regarding
the relationship of the age of children with the childcare environment, Item 1 was especially important in
infants aged 0 to under the age of 2 because they became able to play at a higher level with support from
childcare teachers who are aware of their needs. On the other hand, encouragement of initiative in
childcare was observed for Item 4 for infants aged 2 to under age 4, Item 5 for children aged 3 or older,
and Item 6 for children aged 5 or older. In addition, play in the natural environment was found for Items 5
and 6. These results suggest that young children need an environment with greater degrees of freedom to
encourage initiative and a feeling of fulfillment. To achieve this objective, play in the natural environment

is desirable for young children.

Keywords : infants, childcare teachers, encouragement, the development of scientific perception
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