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“There is only one way—Dby success.”
“Philistine,” cried Dirk.
“But think of the great artists of the past—Raphael, Michael Angelo, Ingres, Delacroix—they were all
successful.”
The Moon and Sixpence
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Cherchez l'idole: Media, Talent, and Fandom in the Creative Industries

IKEDA Shin', KUSAKABE Nanami'®

Abstract : In the creative industries, the relationship between media and content or messages is the heart
of the business model. The human element can be considered to be an input, for example as actors in
films, but this essay discusses TV personalities or falents as content, and in particular examines the role
of idols, which are a sub-type of TV talents. Although professional singers can be regarded as an input to
the songs on records, the idols produced as a result of the formation of the idol system were not only
singers, but also independent content with their own youth and immaturity. In Japan, TV talents emerged
in the 1960s with prevailing the TV medium, while idols appeared in the 1970s, an epoch of economic
growth, and were transformed along with fandom by the maturation and decline of TV, the major shifts
from broadcasting to communication and the return to theatre. However, the entertainment agencies that
were the main players in the Japanese idol system formed during the television era are still considered to
be structurally anti-competitive, with the lack of suitable jurisdiction, and may have caused serious

incidents among the variety of genres of artists and creatives.

Keywords : media, content, talent, TV personality, idol, fandom, creative industries
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