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Research for the Learning of Adolescent Persons with Intellectual

Disabilities on the Transition from School to Society:
Focusing on the Developmental Process of Adolescents in Z Corporation,
a Learning Place Using the Disability Welfare System

TANAKA Ryuto'

Abstract : The paper focuses on the meaning of learning in the transition from school to society for
adolescents with intellectual disabilities by utilizing the independence training and employment transition
support services of the disability welfare system. Through the interview research for the staffs and
intellectual disabilities of college as adolescent school by welfare service for persons with disabilities, the
study reveals the characteristics of the college as adolescent school in terms of its support and the growth
of young people's response to education and services. Efforts to guarantee learning after graduation from
upper secondary schools for special needs are expanding due to the learning needs of adolescents with
disabilities and their parents. In recent years, lifelong learning for people with disabilities has been
promoted primarily by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. Data were
collected through semi-structured interviews with a representative of the Z corporation, two support staff,
and 18 adolescents with intellectual disabilities. The analysis based on the characteristics of the support
and the developmental process of adolescent persons (the process of trusting oneself/change in
perspective in evaluating oneself). The results of the survey revealed the following characteristics of the
learning process: (1) it creates an environment where people can cultivate a sense of self-trust through
learning, relationships with trusted others, and conflicts and turbulence, and (2) it creates an environment
where people can make concrete efforts toward self-realization based on a sense of self-trust. This paper
suggests the importance of working with adolescents with intellectual disabilities to promote personality
development and carefully supporting their transition to society, rather than providing support that simply

evaluates their abilities and characteristics.

Keywords : lifelong learning support for people with disabilities, adolescents with intellectual disabilities,

developmental process of adolescent persons, characteristics of the learning process
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