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Jun Eto and the Constitutional Controversy of the Early 1980s:
Focusing on the Claims of Censorship of Speech during the
GHQ Occupation Era and the Responses of Intellectuals

TAYA Yohei'

Abstract : In this paper, we discuss literary critic Jun Eto's argument against Article 9 of the Japanese
Constitution in the early 1980s, focusing on the part related to the censorship of speech during the GHQ
occupation era, and examine the responses of intellectuals to Eto’s argument. Eto argued that the
censorship of speech at that time had an impact even after the end of the occupation, and that there was a
“taboo” surrounding Article 9 in postwar society, which prevented free discussion. Eto also argued that
one of the reasons why the Constitution was not amended was because “taboos” had become “internalized”
among the people and “psychological manipulation” of the Constitution was still at work. However,
intellectuals from various positions objected to Eto’s proposal. In other words, although there was an
exceptional intellectual who showed a certain understanding of Eto’s claim that the influence of
censorship of speech continued to remain in postwar society in the form of “self-censorship” and that the
public was still “detained” as a “taboo” regarding the Constitution, many intellectuals were only puzzled or
almost mocked him. However, focusing on letters to newspapers, there were general readers who
supported Eto’s claim, and this point should not be taken lightly when considering the right-wing

discourse of the Heisei period.

Keywords : Jun Eto, GHQ occupation era, censorship of speech, early 1980s, Article 9 of the Japanese

Constitution, intellectuals, taboo, responses
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