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Study on the History of Postwar Journalism of
the Japan Congress of Journalists (JCJ) (1):
Period of the Establishment of the JCJ with Chairperson Genzaburo Yoshino

NEZU Tomohiko'

Abstract : This paper analyzes the period during which the Japan Congress of Journalists (hereinafter
referred to as the JC]) was established, covering the three years from 1955, the year of its establishment,
to 1957. The JCJ is the most influential professional organization in the history of postwar journalism in
Japan with Mr. Genzaburo Yoshino, who was the editor-in-chief of a magazine titled Sekai, serving as the
first chairperson. People involved in the Red Purge joined it, and the number of members exceeded 1,200
by the end of 1955. The JCJ held an event commemorating its establishment in February 1955 and the
“Memorial evening event on Aug. 15,” one of its important annual events, in August, and began to publish
its organ paper, “THE JOURNALIST,” in December. With the aim of paving the way for freedom to travel
overseas, it successfully sent a delegation of 11 journalists to the international journalists convention held
in Helsinki in 1956, which was one of the major objectives of the establishment of the JC]. The delegation
visited such countries as China before returning to Japan, and the journalists raised their awareness of
issues regarding the exchange of journalists between Japan and China. It is true, however, that the
Helsinki convention exhausted the JCJ, and its financial situation deteriorated, forcing it to slow down
publication of its organ paper. Meanwhile, the JC] held multitudinous events, including study group
meetings, theater parties, video screening sessions, sports days, and seminars on modern journalism,
through creative efforts by its members, which allowed them to forge closer relationships with each other
across companies. The base so formed in the period of the establishment of the JCJ led to its activities in
the campaign against the Police Duties Execution Act and the protests against the Japan-U.S. Security

Treaty.

Keywords : Japan Congress of Journalists (JCJ), professional organization, Genzaburo Yoshino, THE
JOURNALIST, international journalists convention, exchange of journalists between Japan and

China
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