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Phantom Live Site / Public Viewing:
Media Studies on the Conception and Preparation Process
at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games

IIDA Yutaka', TATEISHI Shoko"

Abstract : Focusing on ‘live sites’ and ‘public viewing’ at the Olympic and Paralympic Games, this paper
clarifies the conception and preparation process for the Tokyo 2020 Games. Live Sites, which began with
the Sydney 2000 Games, have become established as an official cultural project that, in addition to public
viewing, includes educational programmes and sporting experiences, with the aim of creating both new
audiences and new competitors (i.e. the urbanization of sports). A key feature of the Tokyo 2020 Games,
however, was that the live site was quickly positioned by the Organising Committee and the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government as a festival for the ‘Reconstruction Olympics’ and was to be held in the areas
affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake. In contrast, public viewing to be organised by various
actors was positioned by the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications and NHK as an important
measure for the dissemination of 4K/8K broadcasting, with high expectations not only from the
broadcasting industry but also from the video and advertising industries. What these plans left behind
needs to be examined from an interdisciplinary perspective, based not only on media studies but also on

the findings of urban sociology and sports sociology.

Keywords : media event, live site, public viewing, Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games
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