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Difficulties and Issues in Utilizing the Disability Welfare System at
Company a, a Learning Place for Adolescents with Intellectual Disabilities:
On Interviews with Representative and Support Staff

TANAKA Ryuto'

Abstract : This paper focuses on the difficulties and ingenuity associated with educational practices at
Company a in order to guarantee adolescent education for people with intellectual disabilities by utilizing
the independent training and transition support program within the disability welfare system.
Subsequently, issues arising from business forms involving unstable facility conditions under this system
are clarified. Efforts are being made to guarantee learning after graduation from high school at special
needs schools to take advantage of the disability welfare system in response to the learning requirements
of disabled youth and their guardians. In recent years, policies on lifelong learning for persons with
disabilities have been promoted mainly by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews with one representative and nine
support staff members of Company a. As a result, 24 coding units were generated and organized into 11
categories. These were further divided into 5 issues: “difficulties associated with business expansion,”
“actualization of demands for learning,” “new operations and attitude toward improvement,” “difficulties
caused by combining independence training and employment transition,” and “acquisition of learning
resources and issues.” As a result of analysis, it became clear that the problems arising from office facility
conditions and the unstable business form were due to difficulties in setting up the facility to meet the
learning demands and need for continuous acceptance of the adolescents, and problems in practical

utilization of the disabled welfare system.

Keywords : lifelong learning support for people with disabilities, adolescents with intellectual disabilities,
issues in utilizing the welfare system for persons with disabilities, difficulties and ingenuity in

practice
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