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Social History of the Cable Broadcast Telephone Examined Using
the “Cable Broadcasting” Newsletter:
What Can Newsletters Reveal about Media and Society

SAKATA Kenji'

Abstract : The Cable Broadcast Telephone Association issued 1,213 volumes of a newsletter named “Cable
Broadcasting” from 1958 to 1995. This newsletter was prepared for “cable broadcast telephone” facilities,
which had original functions of both broadcasting and communication (telephone) in Japan. When
analyzing the details of the available newsletters, including vol. 401 and later, it is possible to understand
the details of the original hybrid media produced in agricultural villages after the war, the situation of
media in these villages at that time, and social situations from a historic perspective. In this research note,
a starting point for future studies is suggested by showing the roles of newsletters, previous research

using newsletters, and details of the “Cable Broadcasting” newsletter.

Keywords : cable broadcast, cable broadcast telephone, newsletter, social history,media history
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