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Recommendation System and Social Work in
the Childcare Utilization System:
Focusing on the 1997 Amendment of the Child Welfare Act

KOIKE Yuka'

Abstract : The objective of this study is to examine the need for social work in the form of
recommendations for childcare utilization from the perspective of child abuse prevention. Specifically, the
study examines the background of the establishment of the childcare recommendation system.

A policy review was performed using three government documents related to childcare policy published
between 1993 and 1996. These documents were selected for analysis based on the hypothesis that they
contributed to the incorporation of "childcare recommendations” into the revised Child Welfare Act of
1997.

The findings revealed that differences in the objectives of each government document and the targeted
children and guardians resulted in variations in the expected systems and social work approaches. These
documents served as a catalyst for the development of social work practices based in childcare centers,
from both research and practical perspectives.

However, social work related to childcare utilization at the municipal level did not show significant
advancement in research or practice. The need for social work that promotes childcare utilization for child
abuse prevention was highlighted in government documents leading up to the 1997 legal revision and was

subsequently incorporated into the 1997 amendment to the Child Welfare Act.

Keywords : childcare, recommendations, social work, Child Welfare Act
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