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Research Note

The Reception of Shuihuzhuan and the Possibilities of Gender Criticism:
Taking Joshiyomi Suikoden as a Point of Departure

UEHARA Noriko'

Abstract : This study examines the contemporary reception of the Chinese classical novel Shuihuzhuan
through gender criticism, focusing on Hisaki Akiyama’s Joshivomi Suikoden. Employing a kodan-style
narration, dialogue between the two female voices, and a reader-participation chart rendered Shuihuzhuan
more accessible and encouraged reinterpretations that moved beyond the traditional ideals of loyalty and
brotherhood. At the same time, strategies such as labeling male figures in romantic terms and
emphasizing female gaze risk reducing the text to a one-dimensional portrayal for female readers. On this
basis, Joshiyomi can be understood as an adaptive practice (i.e., a form of critical reception). Re-narrations
of figures such as Pan Jinlian and Lady Zhang reveal both the potential and limits of linking classical
novel scholarship with modern readership. Future research could compare this approach with other

adaptive practices and modes of reception.

Keywords : Shuihuzhuan; Adaptation; Joshiyomi (female-oriented reading); Reception of Classical Chinese

Novels in Contemporary Japan; Gender Criticism
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