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SATO Teikichi’s Understanding of Japan and
Christianity in His Late Years

SUMIKA Maszalyoshii

Abstract : Sato Teikichi (1887-1960) is regarded as one of the proponents of “Japanese Christianity”, which
interpreted Christianity to align with Japanese nationalism in the 1930s. He sought to combine Japanese
Shintoism and reverence for the Emperor of Japan with Christianity. Wartime “Japanese Christianity” has
been criticized for its conformity to state power. However, before assessing the historical significance or
social importance of Japanese Christianity, any discussion of Japan and Christianity must first clarify
what is meant by the terms “Japan” and “Christianity” as used by a particular thinker. Therefore, this
paper uses the final work of Sato as source material to examine how he understood “Japan” and
“Christianity”, and how he related science to both. For Sato, science was an endeavor to decipher divine
truth. With regard to Christianity, Sato distinguished between an introductory Christianity, which aims
solely to forgive one’s own sins and liberate oneself from suffering, and a core Christianity, in which each
believer bears the sins of others. He believed that the essence of Christianity was to lead people to
become the Lamb of God, who would bear the sins of others. He also believed that Japan’s successive
emperors had taken the lead in bearing the sins of others upon themselves, and had continued their
practices for that very purpose. Sato saw Japan as a nation in which the Emperor and the people were one
entity, like the trunk and branches of a tree, destined to guide the salvation of other nations and realize

the Kingdom of God. This paper also explores the influence that Kakei Katsuhiko had on Sato’s thinking.

Keywords : SATO Teikichi, KAKEI Katsuhiko, YAMAKAGE Motohisa, Japanese Christianity
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