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What Is the “Practical Significance” of the Concept of “Calling (Beruf)’?
On Luther’s Position and the Research Question in Max Weber’s article
“Die protestantische Ethik und der Geist des Kapitalismus”

MITOMA Toshiyuki'

Abstract : Max Weber discussed Luther’s concept of “calling” in Chapter 1, Section 3 of “Die
protestantische Ethik und der Geist des Kapitalismus”, but many authors have not seen the significance of
Luther’s work. However, Weber recognized “practical significance” in this work, which raises doubt about
the validity of such evaluations. Therefore, this paper focuses on Chapter 1, Section 3 of Weber’s article
and clarifies the following points. Although Luther developed his own concept of “Beruf,” this “new idea”
became linked to “Fligung (providencial faith),” and its “new meaning” disappeared. Consequently, in
Luther and Lutheranism, a “traditional organization of life on the basis of the ideal of calling” came to be
formed. It is possible to confirm “practical significance” here, but this was different from the attitude
toward life that Weber sought to explore. So, he shifted his focus away from Luther and Lutheranism
toward ascetic Protestantism, particularly Calvinism, which has the concept of “Bewdhrung
(confirmation)”. He investigated how the original concept of “calling” created by Luther, which
encompassed both the “new idea” and the “new meaning”, was formed and a “rational organization of life

on the basis of the idea of calling” came to be formed.

Keywords : Weber, protestantismus, Luther/Lutheranism, calling/vocation (Beruf), practical significance,

traditionalismus, Lifestyle/organization of life (Lebensfiihrung)
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