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Clash of Nationalisms at the 1987 Okinawa National Sports Festival (Part 1):
Okinawan Particularity and the Historical Depths of
the “Hinomaru” Burning Incident

KWON HakJun'

Abstract : This paper conceptualizes the 1987 Okinawa Kaiho National Sports Festival as an “institutional
apparatus” designed to reaffirm the legitimacy of national integration centered on the Emperor. It
examines the historical and political underpinnings of the “Hinomaru Burning Incident” that occurred in
this festive space. The Kaiho National Sports Festival was assigned the character of a state ritual
intended to stage the “end of the postwar era” through Emperor Showa’s visit to Okinawa and the
territory’s complete integration into the nation-state. In contrast, the Ministry of Education and various
athletic organizations utilized the alleged “non-political nature” of sports as a shield, attempting to rectify
the local residents’ sense of rejection, rooted in memories of the Battle of Okinawa, as an “immature
national consciousness” by forcibly mandating the display of the Hinomaru flag and the singing of
Kimigayo.

This authoritarian “integration from above” mutated in Yomitan Village into a “political litmus test”
(fumi-e) accompanied by the de facto threat of changing the competition venue. This situation provoked a
physical protest, the burning of the Hinomaru flag, by Chibana Shoichi, who resisted these pressures.
Chibana’s act constituted a poignant rejection of the symbol of the “Imperialization” (Kominka) education
that had once driven residents toward “compulsory mass suicide.” His actions exposed the inherent
violence of the state, which sought to conceal historical ruptures through the soft medium of sports. By
analyzing the conflicts surrounding the Kaiho National Sports Festival, this paper elucidates the structure
through which nationalism uses sports as a medium to abstract and discard local autonomy and individual
historical memory. Ultimately, it fundamentally re-examines the nature of democracy and local self-

governance in postwar Japan.

Keywords : Kaiho National Sports Festival, Emperor Showa, Sports nationalism, Hinomaru Burning

Incident, Depoliticization
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