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“Simultaneity” and “Happenings” in 1980s Japanese Late-Night TV Programs:
Transformations in the Context of the Spread of Video Technology

IMANARI Nodoka'

Abstract : This paper examines the historical transformation of “simultaneity” (doujisei), defined as the
sharing of time with audiences, in Japanese late-night television programs, focusing on the roles played by
“happenings” and video technologies, with particular attention to the 1980s. Even in the 2020s, when
catch-up streaming services increasingly detach television programs from their original broadcast time
slots, some late-night programs continue to emphasize “simultaneity” and unpredictable happenings. To
explore the history of this tendency, the study first analyzes two live late-night television programs in the
late 1960s, a transitional period for the adoption of the professional video tape recorder (VTR). This
analysis reveals a structure in which “simultaneity”, a characteristic inherent to television, but
destabilized by the advent of VTR, was secured through the intentional creation of happenings. During
this period, the “happening”, originally an artistic concept, was appropriated and reconfigured into a
televisual trait, allowing it to “survive” as a defining characteristic through to the 2020s. Subsequently, the
paper examines 1980s programs such as A/l Night Fuji and Triangle Blue, which producers and
performers themselves likened to “background video” (BGV) while imbuing them with a happening
quality. Set against the backdrop of the influence of home VTR on late-night viewing culture, namely, the
influx of BGV into nighttime café bars, emergence of time-shifted viewing, and proliferation of music
video programs in late-night slots, these programs established a dual-layered structure: they premised a
BGV-like passive viewing experience while simultaneously arresting audience attention through sudden,
spontaneous occurrences. The effort to grant “simultaneity” to BGV-style content to induce happenings
illustrates a strategic attempt to differentiate television from the “completed” nature of video software by

television producers and performers.

Keywords : Late-night television programs, Television, 1980s, Simultaneity, Happenings, Video technology
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