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Toward an Understanding of Legacy Creation in the Aichi-Nagoya 2026
Asian Games and Asian Para Games: A Preliminary Study

KANEKO Fumihiro'

Abstract : In the autumn of 2026, Aichi Prefecture and the City of Nagoya will host the 20th Asian Games
and the 5th Asian Para Games. This article offers a sociologically informed analysis of Aichi-Nagoya 2026
as a contemporary sport mega-event by critically examining official documents issued by the host
authorities and the Organising Committee. It interrogates how the event is framed, governed, and justified
within local policy discourse, and explores the forms of legacy that are expected to materialise in the host
communities. In doing so, the article also delineates the research agenda necessary for evaluating these
legacies. The planning of Aichi-Nagoya 2026 reflects broader transformations in the political economy of
sport mega-events, particularly the shift toward “cost-conscious” and “rationalised” hosting models. The
organisers’ emphasis on the utilisation of existing facilities and a dispersed venue configuration signals an
attempt to align the event with global norms of sustainability, fiscal restraint, and post-Olympic reform.
Moreover, the composition of partner companies, dominated by locally embedded firms, reveals
continuities with EXPO 2005 Aichi, Japan and highlights the enduring role of regional corporate actors in
legitimising and underwriting large-scale events. With respect to legacy, the event is expected to generate
limited “hard” infrastructural outcomes, as few new facilities are planned. Nevertheless, the prioritisation
of barrier-free improvements at competition venues and surrounding areas is significant, as it reflects
evolving normative commitments to accessibility, inclusion, and disability rights in urban policy. At the
same time, the relative absence of substantial physical legacies foregrounds the heightened importance of
“soft” legacies, including sport participation, international cultural exchange, and the cultivation of
volunteerism. Future research should therefore adopt longitudinal and multi-scalar approaches to assess

whether the event’s promised legacies are realised, for whom, and through what mechanisms.
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