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Clash of Nationalisms at the 1987 Okinawa National Sports Festival (Part 2):
Okinawan Particularity and the Historical Depths of

the “Hinomaru” Burning Incident

KWON HakJun'

Abstract : This paper examines the conflict between the logic of national integration and the historical
memory of Okinawa, focusing on the “Hinomaru (Rising Sun Flag) Burning Incident” that occurred at the
softball venue during the 1987 Kaiho National Sports Festival. Leading up to the festival, heavy
surveillance and administrative control over daily life, combined with pressure from sports organizations
threatening to change the venue, suppressed both the local consensus sought by Yomitan Village to host
the event without the Hinomaru and Kimigayo, and the autonomy of local government. In response,
Shoichi Chibana, who had been deeply involved in investigating the “compulsory mass suicides” (shudan
Jiketsu) at Chibichiri Gama, carried out a protest by burning the flag. This incident triggered right-wing
violence and retaliatory administrative measures, expanding the controversy into a nationwide debate.
During the subsequent criminal trial, the prosecution referred to the Hinomaru as the “national flag” in
the indictment, despite its lack of legal basis at the time, leading Chibana’s defense to fiercely contest this
framing by invoking a distinct “logic of history.” Although the judiciary upheld the validity of the
terminology and handed down a guilty verdict based on “social custom,” this process rendered invisible
the fundamental questions regarding Okinawa's unique wartime experiences and its structural discomfort
with nationalism. Ultimately, this paper analyzes the structural violence of national integration embedded
in the discourse of the “apolitical nature” of sports, proposing that this incident continues to challenge the

realities of democracy and local autonomy in contemporary Japan.

Keywords : Kaiho National Sports Festival, Hinomaru Burning Incident, Memories of the Battle of Okinawa,

Apolitical nature of sports, Logic of the judiciary and logic of history
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